BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation )
Against: )
)
) ,
William M. Griffin, M.D. ) File No. 800-2014-003724
A
Physician's and Surgeon's )
Certificate No. G 65062 )
)
Respondent )
)
DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby
adopted as the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California,
Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on August 24, 2018.

IT IS SO ORDERED July 25, 2018.

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

Ronald H.\LewibyMJj., Clﬁlir ‘
Panel A
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" XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of California
ALEXANDRA M. ALVAREZ
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
JANNSEN TAN
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No, 237826 :
1300 I Street, Suite 125
P.O. Box 944255
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550
Telephone: (916) 210-7549
Facsimile: (916) 327-2247

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
 MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
- DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2014-003724
WILLIAM M. GRIFFIN, M.D. OAH No. 2017061079

7965 Pool Station Road ' S

Angels Camp, CA 95222 . | STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND

DISCIPLINARY ORDER
Physician’s and Surgeon’ ) Certlﬁcate No. ISCIP ' ER

No. G 65062

_ Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-
entitled proceedings that the followmg matters ate true; ‘
" PARTIES '

- 1. Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Compléinant) is thfa Executive Director_of the Medical Board
of California (Boardi). ‘She broﬁght this action solely in her official capacity and is repfesented in |
this matter by Xavier Becerra, Attorhey General of the State of Califotnia, by J annsen Tan,
Deputy' Attorney General. | |
e |
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.2. Resporident Williarn M. Criffin, M.D. (Respondent) is represented in this proceeding
by attorney John Quincy Brown III, u/hose address is: 4l55 Capitol Mall, Suite 200, Sacramento,
CA95814 |

3. . Onor about February 5, 1989, the Board issued Physician’s and Surgeon’sCértiﬁcdte A
No. G 65062 to William M‘. Gr.i’fﬁn, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. was in full fo_rce and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in
Accusation No. 800-2014-003724, and expired on Aptil 30, 2018, unless renewed. |

o JURISDICTION |

4, Accusation No. 800-2014-003724 was filed before the Board, and is currently

pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents Were

propetly served on Respondent on February 8, 2017 Respondent timely filed his Notice of

. Defense contestmg the Accusation.

5..  Acopy of Accusation No. 800-2014-003724 is attached as Exhibit Aand

incorporated herein by reference

ADVISDMENT AND WAIVERS

6.  Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with oounsel, and understends the »
charges and allegations in Accusation No. 800-2014-003724. Responde'nt has also care'fully read,

fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and -

Disciplinary Order.

7. Respondent is fully aware of his legal i ghts in this matter including the rrght toa
hearing on the charges and allegations.in the Accusa’uon the right to confront and cross-examine
the Witnesses agalnst h1m the right to present ev1denoe and to testrfy on his own behalf the right
to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of w1tnesses and the productron of

documents ‘the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other

| rights accorded by the Cahforma Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

8.  Respondent voluntarrl_y, knowingly, and intelligently waives-and gives up each and

every right set forth above,

/1]
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. CULPABILITY
9 Resp'ondént édmité the truth of each and e'very charge and allegation in Accusation |
No. 800-2014-003724. | _
10. Respondent agrees-that his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 65062 is -

subject to discipline and he agrees to be bound by the Board’s imposition of discipline as set forth |

| in the Disciplinary Order below.

RESERVATION

11. The admissions _inade- by Respondent herein are only for the purposes of this |
proceeding, or any other pfoéeedings in which the Medical Board of California or ether
professional licensing agency is involved, and shall not be admissible in any other crinﬁnal or
civil proceeding.

CONTINGENCY

12, The parties agree fhat this. Stipulated Settlement .and Disciplinary Order f()r Public
Reprimand shall be submitted to the Board for its consideration in the above-entitled matter and,
further, that the Board shall have a reasonable period of time in which to consider and act on this

Stipulation after receiving it. Respondent acknowledges that he shall not be permitted to

-withdraw from this Stipulation unless it is rejected by the Board.

13, The parties ag're.e“ that this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order for Public
Reprimand shall be null and void and not binding upon the parties ulnless‘approved and adopted
by the Boafd, except for this péragraph, which shall remain in full force and e.ffect. Respondent
fully understands and agrees that in deciding whether or not to approve and adopt this-Stipulation,
the Board may receive orai and written communications from its staff and/or theA Attorney |
General’s office. Communications pursuant to this p-ayagraph shall ﬁot disqualify the Boatd, any
member thereof, and/or any other person from future participation in this or any othet rhatter
affecting or involving Re'spondent. In the event that the Board, in its discretion, -cioesnot appréve
and adopt this Stipulation, with the exception of this pgfagraph, it shall not become effective,
sﬁall be of no evidentiary value whatsoevgr, and shall not be relied upon or introducedv in any

disciplinary action by either party hereto. Respondent further agrees that'should the Board reject

3
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this Stipulation for any reason, Respondent will assert no claim that the Board, or any member

thereof, was prejudiced.by its/his/her review, discussion and/or consideration of this Stipulation

or of any matter or matters related hereto. Respondent acknowledges that the Board shall not be

disqualified from further-action in this matter by virtue of its consideration of this matter,

 ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

14, This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order for Public Reprimand is intended
by the partieé herein to be an integrated writing representing the complete, final and exclusive .
embodiment of the agreements of the parties in the aboVe-entitled ﬁmatter.

15. The parties agree that facsimile copies of this Stlpulated Settlement and D1s01p11nary
Order for Pubhc Reprimand, 1nc1ud1ng facsimile signatures of the part1es, may be used in lieu of
original documents and s1gnatures and, further, that facsimile copies and s1gnatures shall have the
same force and effect as originals.

16.  Inconsidetation of the foregoing admissiohs and stipulations, the parties agree the
Board may, without further notice to or opportumty to be heard by Respondent issue and enter
the followmg D1sc1p11nary Order;

' DISCIPLINARY ORDER
A, PUBLIC REPRIMAND

| _ I’I: IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT Respondent William M. Griffin, M.D., as
holder of Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certifi'cate-'No. G 65062, shall be and hereby is publicly
reprimanded pursuant to Business and Professions Coele. section 2227, subdivision (a)_(4), as
follows.: |

“You mistook a 2-year-old electronic CT scan for an electronic CT scan that was taken on
March21,2011” ’

B. EDUCATION COURSE o
| Within 60 c.ale‘ndar days of the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall
submit to the Board or ité,-designee for its prior appro-\;al educational program(s) or coufse(s) for
an additional 20 hours of actditional Continuing Medical Education (CME) to be -eompleted

within one year from apptoval of the soutses by the Board. The educational program(s) or

4
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course(s) shall be aimed at cortecting any areas of deﬁcwnt praoucc or knowledge and shall be
Category I cernﬁed The educational program(s) or course(s) shall be at Respondent’s cxpense
and shall be in addition to the Continuing Medical Education (CME) requirements-for renewal of
licénsure. Following the completion of each course, the Board or its designee may administer an
exemination to fest Reéfaondem’s knowledge of the course, Respondent shall provide proof of

attendance for the additional 20 hours of CME courses taken. Any violation of this condition or

failure to complete the cotirses'shall be considered unprofessional conduct anid gro uinds for fuirther

disciplinary action.
~ ACCEPTANCE
1 have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have fully

discussed it with my attorney, John Quincy Brown III. T understand the stipulation and the effect

it will have on my Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 65062, I enter into this Stipulated | -

Settlement and Disdiﬁlin'ary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be
bound by the Declsmn and Order of the Medwal}}.oard of California, .

DATED: _ é/ f /:/5’ | (LALZZ,(M el

WILLIAM M. GRIFFIN, MDD, &
Respondent

I haveread and fully discussed with Respondent William M. Griffin, M.D. the terms.and

condmons and other matters contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order,

I approve its form and content

DATED: b [1 /19 __M %ébﬂ
T JOHN QU BRO
g Attorney for. es;nona’e

2.,
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ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully

submitted for consideration by'the Medical Board of California.

Dated: L’/Y/ 2uiy Respectfully submitted,

XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of California

ALEXANDRA M. ALVAREZ

Supervising Deputy Attorney General
. - e

. A P
(“ ! . e /_/
P Em s S
—~ " JANNSEN :rér’N
< ___Deputy Atforney General

Attorneys for Complainant

SA2017303386
Stipulation.rtf
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XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General of California
ALEXANDRA M. ALVAREZ

' Supervising Deputy Attorney General FILED
JANNSEN TAN : ,
Deputy Attorney General STATE OF CALIFORNIA

State Bar No. 237826
-1300 I Street, Suite 125
P.O. Box 944255 -
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550:
Telephone: (916) 445-3496
Facsimile: (916) 327-2247
Attorneys for Complainant

MEQ ICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
% 28 N/7.

ANALYST

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA ]
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2014-003724
William M. Griffin, M.D. = - ACCUSATION

7965 Pool Station Road o
Angels Cimp, CA 95222 ~~ ~— ~ oo T oot o

Physician's and Surgeon’s Certificate No.
No. G 65062, -

Respondent.

Complainant alleges:
PARTIES .
1. Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in her official
capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California, Depaftmeﬂt of Consumer
Affairs (Board)., : : _ )

2. Onor about February 5, 1989, the Medical Board issued Physician's and Surgeon's

Certificate No. Number G 65062 to William M. Griffin, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician's and

Surgeon's Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought -
herein and will expire on April 30, 2018, unless renewed.

.
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3. This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following
laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicatéd.

4.  Section 2227 of the Code provides that a licensee who is found guilty under the
Medical Practice Act may have his or her license revoked, suspended for a period not to exceed
one year, placed on probation ahd required to pay the costs of probation ménitoring, or such other |.
action taken in rélation to discjpline as the Board deems proper..

5.  Section 2234 of the Code, states: |

“The board shall take action against any licensee who is charged with unprofe_ssionél
conduct. In addition to other provisions of this article, unprofessional conduct includes, but is not
limited to, the following:

“(a) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, assisting in or ébettin‘g the
violation of, or conépiring to violate any provision of this chapter. - |

“(b) Gross negligénce.

. )

CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
- (Gross Negligence)

6. Respondent William M. Griffin, M.D. is subject to disciplinary action under section

2234, subdivisions (a) (violating éprovision of the Medical Practice Act) and (b) (gross

negligence) in that he failed to check the date of a CT scan and read the wrong scan which
resulted in his failing to menﬁ'on free air under thé patient’s diaphragm in a follow-up chest x-ray.
The circumstances are as follows:

7.  Patient P-l%, a 90 year old woman, presented to the Emergency Room (ER) of Sutter
Amador Hospital on March 21, 2011 complaining of severe abdominai pain. An x-tay was taken

of her chest,

/11

! The patienit is designated in this document as Patient P-1 to protect her family’s privacy.
Respondent knows the name of the patient and can confirm her identity through discovery.

2
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8. " Respondent read the chest x-ray and informed the ER physician that the x-ray
reflected free air under the diaphragm and recommended a CT scan of the abdomen and pelvis.
The CT scan was done later that day. P-1 was admitted to the hospital.

9.  Respondent read what he thought was the CT scan taken on March 21, 2011 but he

‘did not check the date on the CT scan and was actually reading CT results from several years

earlier. When he did not see free air on the CT scan as he had in the chest X-ray, he says that in

- attempting to resolve the apparent inconsistency, he interpreted the CT scan as showing that the -

air below the diaphragm was in the bowel. He reported that the CT scan was notmal. The actual

March 21, 2011 CT scan was not normal—it, like the x-ray, did show free air.

10.  P-1 had another chest x-ray on March 22, 2011. Respondent read the x-ray and, like

the x-ray from the day before, it appeared to show free air. In his report, however, he stated only

“No acute abnormality of the heart or lungs. On yesterday’s chest there appearéd to be significant| .

air under the dfaphragm which on CT was not.” Respondent claims this was because he had

interpreted the apparent free ait on the CT scan as being in the bowel.

11. P-v--l‘-' was—discharged-from"the--hoépital-only'to-be--readmitted'a'day later:———— - -

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hear_ing be held on fhe niatters: herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California issue a decision:

1.  Revoking or suspendiﬁg Physician's and Surgeoﬁ's Certificate No. G 65062, issued to
William M. Griffin, M.D.;

| 2. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of William M. Griffin, M.D.'s authority to

supervise physician assistaints, pursuant to section 3527 of the Code;

3. Ordering William M. Griffin, M.D., if placed on probation, to pay the Board th;a cosfs
of probation monitoring; and
mo.
i
i
"
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4,  Taking such other and further action as deemed necéssary and proper.

DATED: _Fabruary 28, 2017

Executive Director
Medical Board of Califernia _
Department of Consumer Affairs

State of California
Complainant
SA2017303386
41702635.docx
4

~(WILLIAM M. GRIFFIN, M.D,) ACCUSATION NO. 800-2014-003724




